
BOS                 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
PC                   PLANNING COMMISSION
MAC                MUNICIPAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
HO                   HEARING OFFICER
DIR.                 DIRECTOR APPROVAL
PAR                 PRELIMINARY APPLICATION REVIEW

CEQA             CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT
IS                    INITIAL STUDY
SOW               SCOPE OF WORK
ND                  NEGATIVE DECLARATIONS
MND               MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATIONS
EIR                 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORTS

GPA               GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT
ZC                  ZONE CHANGE
RFP                REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
DOC               DOCUMENT
INFO               INFORMATION
SR                  SENIOR PLANNER
APPROX.       APPROXIMATELY 
DEPT.      DEPARTMENTS

TYPICAL 
DISCRETIONARY
APPLICATIONS

 PROJECT REVIEW 
            & 

CEQA TEAM 
      DETERMINATION

     (30 days)

IF INCOMPLETE – SEND 
BACK TO APPLICANT FOR 

COMPLETNESS

IF NO RESPONSE MAY 
SEND APPLICANT 

CANCELLATION  LETTER 
(AFTER 60 DAYS)

DIRECTOR (DIR) – APPROX. 60 DAYS PROCESS
HEARING OFFICER (HO) – APPROX. 60 DAYS PROCESS
PLANNING COMMISSION (PC) – APPROX. 80 DAYS PROCESS

CEQA EXEMPTION PROCESS

PLANNING COMMISSION APPLICATION PROCESS

PRODUCED BY MERCED COUNTY PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

IF INCOMPLETE – SEND 
BACK TO APPLICANT FOR 

COMPLETNESS

FILE CREATION PROJECT 
ASSIGNMENT

CEQA TEAM 
REVIEW

SEND RFP

EARLY 
REFERRAL TO 
AGENCIES & 

DEPT.

FRONT COUNTER 
REVIEW

PAR 
(2 WEEKS)

STAFF 
INITIAL STUDY 

DETERMINATION 
(ND,MND,EIR)

CONSULTANTS (IS) 
DETERMINATION   

(ND,MND,EIR)

REVIEW SOW –
SELECT 

CONSULTANT

CONSULTANT 
TO PREPARE 
CEQA DOC.

STAFF REVIEW 
(ADMINISTRATIVE 

DRAFT)

CEQA
MITIGATION 
MEASURES

RELEASE DOC. 
FOR PUBLIC & 

AGENCY 
REVIEW

ND
(30 DAYS)

EIR
(45 DAYS)

RESPOND TO 
COMMENTS

FINAL CEQA 
DOC / DRAFT 

STAFF REPORT

SCHEDULE 
FOR PUBLIC 

HEARING
ND EIR

PC
AGENDA

BOS
AGENDA

ISSUE NOTICE OF 
DETERMINATION

EARLY 
REFERRAL TO 
AGENCIES & 

DEPT.

PAR
(2 WEEKS)

REQUEST FOR INFO. 
FROM APPLICANT 

(30-60 DAYS)

PLANNER 
REVIEW 

(3-6 WEEKS)

MAC 
RECOMMENDATION

(IF APPLICABLE)

DRAFT STAFF 
REPORT 

STAFF REPORT 
DUE TO 

DIRECTOR 

DIRECTOR  ACTION 
(APPROX.
 60 DAYS )

APPEAL TO PC 
(5 DAYS – 10 
DAYS FOR 

MAPS)

DRAFT STAFF 
REPORT AGENDA

STAFF REPORT 
DUE TO 

DIRECTOR

HEARING OFFICER –
ACTION (APPROX. 

60 DAYS)

DRAFT STAFF 
REPORT AGENDA

STAFF REPORT 
DUE TO 

DIRECTOR

PC ACTION 
(EXCEPT GPA & ZC)
(APPROX. 80 DAYS )

PLANNING PROCESS

PUBLIC NOTICE PROCESS

APPLICANT

DECISION

HEARING OFFICER APPLICATION PROCESS

DIRECTOR APPLICATION PROCESS

CEQA DOCUMENT PROCESS

CEQA EXEMPTION PROCESS

INITIAL APPLICATION PROCESS

LEGEND

CEQA PROJECT
STATUS

SEE BELOW FOR PC 
APPLICATION 

PROCESS

TYPICAL DISCRETIONARY PLANNING APPLICATION AND CEQA PROCESS

ADJACENT 
PROPERTY 
OWNER(S) 

NOTICE

APPEAL TO PC 
(5 DAYS – 10 
DAYS FOR 

MAPS)

300' PROPERTY 
OWNER(S) 

NOTICE

HO AGENDA 
PACKET 
POSTING

PUBLISH 
LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLISH 
LEGAL NOTICE

300' PROPERTY 
OWNER(S) 

NOTICE

PC AGENDA 
PACKET 
POSTING

APPEAL TO BOS 
(5 DAYS – 10 
DAYS FOR 

MAPS)

http://www.co.merced.ca.us/index.aspx?nid=417
http://www.co.merced.ca.us/Directory.aspx?DID=9
http://www.co.merced.ca.us/DocumentView.aspx?DID=2465
http://www.co.merced.ca.us/index.aspx?nid=410
http://66.124.46.182/asp/Project_Search.asp
http://66.124.46.182/asp/Project_Search.asp
http://66.124.46.182/asp/Project_Search.asp
http://www.co.merced.ca.us/index.aspx?nid=411
http://www.co.merced.ca.us/index.aspx?nid=408
http://www.ceres.ca.gov/ceqa/flowchart/exemptions/index.html
http://www.ceres.ca.gov/ceqa/flowchart/signifeffect.html
http://www.co.merced.ca.us/DocumentView.aspx?DID=2465
http://www.co.merced.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=426
http://www.ceres.ca.gov/ceqa/flowchart/lead_agency/EIR-ND.html
http://www.ceres.ca.gov/ceqa/flowchart/initial.html
http://www.ceres.ca.gov/topic/env_law/ceqa/flowchart/index.html
http://www.ceres.ca.gov/topic/env_law/ceqa/flowchart/lead_agency_notice_ND.html
http://www.ceres.ca.gov/ceqa/flowchart/lead_agency/final_EIR_prep.html
http://www.ceres.ca.gov/ceqa/flowchart/lead_agency/final_EIR_prep.html
http://www.ceres.ca.gov/topic/env_law/ceqa/flowchart/lead_agency_consider_ND.html
http://www.ceres.ca.gov/ceqa/flowchart/lead_agency/Final_Approval.html
http://www.ceres.ca.gov/ceqa/flowchart/NODloclead.html
http://www.co.merced.ca.us/index.aspx?nid=411
http://www.co.merced.ca.us/BoardAgenda/
http://www.ceres.ca.gov/ceqa/flowchart/lead_agency/Final_Approval.html
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