
           

 

     

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

    

Recognize Need for 
Order 

Go to Self-Help Center 

at Superior Court to 

determine what forms 
are needed 

2260 “N” Street 
Obtain PARENTAL 

PACKET & 
ORDER TO SHOW 

CAUSE (OSC) 

Obtain DIVORCE 

PACKET & 
ORDER TO SHOW 

CAUSE (OSC) 

Obtain Blank Forms 
from Self-Help Center or 

online at 

www.courts.ca.gov/selfh
elp-family.htm  

If paternity was already 

established through a 

Family Support action after 
1/1/1997, obtain an ORDER 

TO SHOW CAUE & file it 

under that case number 

Prepare Paper Work 

Obtain an ORDER TO 

SHOW CAUSE to modify 

an existing order 

Return to Self-Help 

Center to verify that the 
documents were filled 

out properly* 

File Paper Work with the 
Family Law Court 

Judge reviews your 
Paper Work and sends it 

back to the Clerk to file 

and give to You 

Have other Party served 

Both Parties appear for 

Mediation 

Reach Agreement, 
Mediation Order signed 

and filed 

Can’t reach an 
agreement, go back in 

front of Judge, set matter 

for Long Cause Hearing 

Attend Long Cause 
Hearing, Judge hears 

case, makes decision & 

Order entered 

Return to Court for Non-

Custody Issues 

You can hire a private attorney, paralegal, or complete the forms yourself. 

 

*The Self-Help Center is available at no charge.  He/She does not represent you, but can 

assist you through all stages of the proceedings.  He/She can also assist you in determining 

what forms are needed, how to fill them out, and also check them for accuracy. 

If you have no income or low income, also obtain a Fee Waiver Packet. Filing fees may be 

partially or completely waived. 

Domestic Violence victims can request separate mediation and a domestic violence court 

escort.  Contact Valley Crisis Center at 725-7900. 

http://www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp-family.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp-family.htm

